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MERAB KALANDADZE
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

DIMITRI UZNADZE ON ROMAN
EMPEROR OCTAVIUS AUGUSTUS

Summary

We continue to cover Dimitri Uznadze's contribution to historical
science, specifically, to the study of ancient world history. Now we will
touch on how the work of the first Roman emperor Octavius Augustus
(63 BC — AD 14) was discussed in Dimitri Uznadze's first national tex-
tbook of ancient world history. In this regard, this issue has not been
studied and the present paper is the first attempt to do so.

Dimitri Uznadze, in his first national textbook of ancient world his-
tory, naturally focuses on the rule of the Roman emperor Octavius Au-
gustus. It is our goal to find out the problem of the topic mentioned in
the manual and to explain its causes as much as possible.

Mainly, with the efforts of the totalitarian-Bolshevik regime, the ge-
neral picture and periodization of the work of Octavius Augustus in Ge-
orgia was distorted. We tried to fix this discrepancy. The main theme of
the illustrated approach is the resuscitation and rehabilitation of the
contribution of the Democratic Republic of Georgia in this field in 1918-
1921, which disappeared during the Soviet years. Such was the political
will. Interest in the rule of Octavius Augustus in Georgia clearly goes be-
yond pure academic frameworks and is based on a sharply defined poli-
tical claim. It can be conventionally divided into three periods:

1. Interest in the rule of Octavius Augustus in the Democratic Repub-

lic of Georgia of 1918-1921;

2. Elaboration of the work of Octavius Augustus in the Georgian his-

toriography of the Soviet period (1921-1991);
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3. Coverage of the activities of Octaviusus Augustus in Georgian his-
toriography of the post-Soviet period. It begins in the early 90s,
when the Soviet Union collapsed, and continues to this day.
Dimitri Uznadze's attempt to discuss the rule of Octavius Augus-

tus in Georgian reality is the first, if not one of the first cases of doing

so, and at the background of the Georgian reality of the period when
almost nothing was written on this issue, it should be a step forward.

He wrote interesting short historical essays on Octavius Augustus,
which fully met the requirements of the school textbook and can be
considered successful in our opinion. It has more advantages than di-
sadvantages. The fact that this is a school textbook in no way diminis-
hes its importance.

We tried to answer two questions. How informed was Dimitri
Uznadze about this issue and how did he evaluate it.

It can be safely said that Dimitri Uznadze showed a good insight
into the rule of Octavius Augustus, which was obviously not accidental
and is an echo of his knowledge of empirical, factual material.

Dimitri Uznadze tried to evaluate the work of Octaviuse Augustus
from liberal positions and seemed to have a rather high opinion of his
work. He shares the opinion expressed in the scientific literature and
positively evaluates his management. The reason for such assessment
is related to his worldview.

Such an approach, we think, would perfectly address the strict as-
pirations of the historical science of the beginning of the 20th century,
and it echoed the European and, first of all, Russian historiography.

As the first coverage of the mentioned issue, naturally it could not
be flawless, in our opinion, the subsequent improvement of some issu-
es should not be excluded. We consider the discussion of foreign policy
in the manual to be such. This topic is relatively less covered. One pa-
ragraph is devoted to it in the manual. This is obviously very little. In
our opinion, the discussion of foreign and domestic policies in the ma-
nual requires some corrections. In the book, the discussion of domes-
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tic policy occupies a larger place than foreign policy. Clearly, a more
balanced approach would be desirable.

In this section of Dimitri Uznadze's textbook, the attitude towards
the facts seems strange to us. This is shown by the fact that in one ca-
se he refers to historical facts, and in the other case he mentions it wit-
hout a date. If we are talking about a historical event, it would be desi-
rable to indicate the date. This is more logical. The selective principle is
inconsistent and unacceptable.

This is how Dimitri Uznadze's school textbook describes the work
of the first Roman emperor Octavius Augustus and its causes.
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