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SOPIO GUGUNAVA
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

INFLUENCE OF MYTHOLOGY ON CHINESE CULTURE

Summary

Chinese mythology combines myths and legends of ancient China. It
is a collection of history, folklore, and religious beliefs that have reached us
in oral and written forms. Ancient Chinese books and Confucian manuals
tell stories about people, kings and nobles, soldiers and peasants (there
are also many about dragons and otherworldly spirits), but not about
gods, which somewhat distinguishes Chinese mythology from western
one. Mythology has always been an integral part of Chinese culture, a so-
urce of its inspiration. It had a huge influence on the consciousness of anci-
ent Chinese people and held an honorable place, in fields such as: Chinese
philosophy (especially Daoism), literature, painting, sculpture, religion.

Chinese philosophical directions gain their origins from mythology
and as their base it determined the popularity of certain philosophical
schools among the population. Various mythical animals became the
muses of artistic images that inspired the creators of masterpieces.
One of the most important figures in Chinese legends are: the dragon,
the phoenix, the white tiger and the turtle, which represent glory and
power. Stories/scenes taken from legends mostly have decorated the
walls of tombs and were often used in wall paintings. It worth noting
that these stories were not dedicated to life after death. The other
way around, the walls were decorated with pictures of the living
world, and the main themes were images of deities and sacred ani-
mals, as well as heroic deeds. Mythology has not lost its relevance for
centuries and it has laid the foundation for many cultural traditions.
Even today, modern writers and sculptors, painters and architects look
to mythology as their source of inspiration.
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