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NANA GELASHVILI
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

INNOVATIONS IN THE JAPANESE CULTURE -
THE KAMAKURA ERA

Summary

Kamakura Era is one of the most interesting and important period
in the history of Japan (1192-1333), which is connected with formation
of the new military-government system — Shogunate. In particular,
when Yoritomo - the leader of the influential Minamoto clan, won the
internal feudal wars, he received the title of shogun (in Japanese —
commander in chief) from the emperor in 1192 and at the same time
he announced Kamakura as the capital of his new government. Main
goal of this action was to curtail the political authority of the imperial
court in Kyoto and to create independent powerful political levers.
From now on , a long period of dual government started in Japan —
Imperial and Shogunate. It should be emphasized that such a dualistic
system of government had a decisive influence on the historical-
political and cultural development of Japan in the later period.

In the new reality Kamakura, which used to be a small fishing
village, in short period of time became a large commercial, economic
and cultural center of the country, where the political and intellectual
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elite gathered. Large-scale construction works were carried out in
Kamakura of Buddhist and Shinto temples, monumental statues of
Buddhists deities, dwelling houses, palaces, roads, etc. Due to the fact
that Kamakura was associated with military rule with its political
content, most of its territory was occupied by sports fields and
stadiums, where samurai trained systematically.

In the Kamakura period, innovations affected almost all areas of
culture. The new genres appeared in literature, fine arts, both temple
and secular architecture showed a tendency to return to the past —to
the Nara period. It should be noted that the newly formed culture of
Kamakura at first was opposed to the traditional culture of Kyoto.
However, later the process of their rapprochement began and the
signs of mutual influence became more and more tangible, which
ultimately based on a proper synthesis and dialogue between cultures,
produces an excellent result.

96



	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page

