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INGA ZABAKHIDZE
Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State University

HISTORY OF ISRAEL'S WARS —20™ CENTURY

Summary

On November 29, 1947, the UN General Assembly adopted a reso-
lution on the partition of Palestine and the creation of two Jewish and
Arab states in the British mandate. The creation of the State of Israel
was announced on May 14, 1948 (the Arabs failed to take advantage of
the opportunity and the State of Palestine was not created). The creati-
on of the state of Israel was unacceptable to the Arabs, and on the same
night, an armed conflict between the Palestinians and the Jews began,
which turned into a war. The first Israel-Arab war ended with Israel's vic-
tory, because the issue of Israel's presence or absence was decided.

It is not called the second war, although before that, in 1956, the-
re was the Suez crisis (a war on the territory of Egypt — France, Great
Britain and Israel were against Egypt. Their goal was to regain control
over the Suez Canal, which was nationalized by Egypt and which beca-
me the most important transport route after the Second World War It
turned into an artery through which oil was supplied from the countri-
es of the Persian Gulf region.

The Six Day War of 1967 (June 5-10) turned out to be a turning
point in the Middle East region, where oil and politics, water and poli-
tics are intertwined. With the great support of the USA, this war also
ended with the victory of Israel, although the victory in this war did not
bring either peace or security. The most important result of the 1967
war was that Jerusalem was reunited after 19 years.

After the 6-day war, a conciliation conference was held in Kharto-
um, and the Arab countries, just like in 1948, refused the possibility of
establishing and reconciling the state of Israel. The "three no's" of the
Arab side are known: "No to Israel"; "No negotiation"; "No peace with
Israel™. This principle of "three nos" always killed the Arab side.
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A peace treaty was signed between Israel and Egypt (as the largest
Arab country), and due to the defeat in the 6-day war, the feeling of re-
venge in the Arab countries intensified, which led to the 1973 Oim-Kifur,
Arab-Israeli war. Both sides considered themselves winners in this war.

On October 7 last year, Hamas dedicated an attack on Israel to
the 50th anniversary of Yom Kippur. The third president of Egypt,
Anwar al-Sadat, was a very important figure in the history of Egypt. He
considered himself the winner of the Yom Kippur war, and in 1977,
through the mediation of America, he met face-to-face with the Prime
Minister of Israel, Menachem Begin, in Jerusalem. It was precisely be-
cause of this move that the Arabs called Sadat a traitor and soon killed
him in a parade. Since 1978, President Jimmy Carter began to act as a
mediator between Israel and Egypt, and in 1978, the leaders of these
countries agreed on a truce at Camp David. Menachem Begin and
Anwar Sadat won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1978 for this treaty.

We must also touch upon one important issue of Jerusalem - Israel
moved its embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem in 1990 (the United States
did the same), which Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas called "the
slander of the century". America called other countries to move their
embassies to Jerusalem, Georgia also had these calls, but Georgia took
unwise steps and took a neutral position. We have Muslim countries as
neighbors, and Georgia does not have the luxury of making such serious
mistakes. According to the UN resolution, Jerusalem should have been
absolutely neutral, which would have avoided many problems.

King Abdullah said: "Peace between Israel and the Arabs of Gaza is
inevitable. This conflict, which is not only a problem for the Middle East,
must end someday." We moved into the 21st century, relations between
Israel and the Arab countries seem to have warmed up, and unfortuna-
tely, years of efforts still ended in war. The Palestinians will surely come
to the conclusion that cooperation and relations with Israel are inevitab-
le, that peace is vital not only for Israel, but for the entire Arab world.
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