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ON THE ISSUE OF DOCUMENTING ONE OF
THE SAMPLES OF GEORGIAN DOCUMENTARY
PROSE OF THE 70S, PUBLISHED IN ISRAEL *

Summary

In the 1970s, Jewry, who had lived in Georgia for centuries, “mo-
ved” en masse to their historical homeland — Israel. Even in Israel, they
continue to speak Georgian and write books in Georgian, publish peri-
odicals, scientific literature, etc. Linguistic analysis of printed materials
published in Israel shows that repatriated Georgian Jews broke ties
with Georgia due to Soviet rule, did not have access to Georgian-langu-
age sources of information, therefore their Georgian speech was pre-
served with features characteristic of their speech in Georgia, although
it was enriched with Hebrew words. Interesting are the factors that
contributed to the formation of the Georgian speech of Jews before
moving to Israel (social, geographical, religious, economic, gender and
others). A study of the social factors of Jewish speech in Israel showed
that the listed “linguistic factors can enhance or inhibit the functional
development of the language. Language changes from generation to
generation under the influence of social factors. If these factors are
constantly negative, the language may linger or cease to exist altoget-
her. Analyzing the negative factors and looking at the future perspecti-

The work is supported by Rustaveli National Science Foundation (SRNSF).
Grant number: FR-21-19474 “Georgia through the Eyes of the Jews —
Archiving and Literary Linguistic Analysis of Georgian Printed Products
Issued in Israel”.
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ve, the Georgian language is in the most difficult situation in the spe-
ech of Georgian Jews, since the number of native speakers among the
younger generation is catastrophically declining. The language can only
be saved if socially important functions are restored, but such an ex-
pectation will not lead to a reliable feeling for the Georgian language
among future generations of Georgian Jews living in Israel.”

So there is a danger that the Judeo-Georgian speech and printed
materials will be lost, because the new generation no longer possesses
them. Also, the bulk of books, regardless of whether they were on sale
or from the authors, are now stored only in private libraries and are qui-
te difficult to find/access. Today, Georgian-language publishing houses
no longer exist, and their archives are also sealed. Therefore, while mig-
rants of the first wave of ,aliyah”, public figures, and creators who col-
lected and preserved such materials are alive, it is important to digitize
and archive these materials in order to make them accessible to a wide
range of researchers (and not just Georgian researchers). For the rea-
sons stated above, we believe that due to the uniqueness of the materi-
al, it is important not only to archive it, but also to document it. Therefo-
re, in order to identify and complete the study of Judeo-Georgian cha-
racteristics of different stages of Israel’s development, it becomes inte-
resting and necessary to discuss the results obtained from documenting
materials from different periods/years and different genres.

The results, conclusions and illustrative material published in the
article are the first attempt to document one of the samples (from the
genre of documentary prose) from Georgian printed materials publis-
hed in Israel, which allows us to more clearly outline the linguistic fea-
tures. Works of this genre are in the article under consideration, and
the use of FieldWorks software makes it possible to analyze them and
record statistical data. When documenting the material, special atten-
tion was paid to Hebrew words, markers of the Georgian language,
used along with Hebrew words, dialect forms, and proper names/sur-
names of the Jews of Rabat. The issues listed as a result of the study
are presented along with illustrative materials.
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